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Tuesday, June 1*- Challenges

Keynote Talk

Transforming Animals' Lives through Compassion:
Views from Anthropology and Activism

Barbara J. King, Emerita Professor of Anthropology, College of William & Mary

www.barbarajking.com

In this illustrated talk, biological anthropologist and science writer Barbara J. King discusses
the opportunities and obstacles of working towards compassion for other-than-human animals
in a world still largely steeped in human exceptionalism. Using as a springboard her newest
book Animals' Best Friends: How to Put Compassion to Work in Captivity and in the Wild,
Barbara considers animals in five contexts: the wild, in our homes, in zoos, in biomedical
laboratories, and animals thought to be food. How does an understanding of animal cognition
and emotion enhance scholarship on, and activism for, animals in these various spaces? In
what ways do scholarship on animals and activism for animals align, in what ways might
they pull against each other, and how does our use of language about animals enhance or
constrain our efforts in each? This talk will take up, whenever possible, the life experiences
of individual animals ranging from monkeys, cats, and cows to spiders and octopus.

Barbara J. King is emerita professor of anthropology at William
& Mary in Virginia, US, and a freelance science writer and public
speaker. The author of seven books, including the new Animals’
Best Friends: Putting Compassion to Work for Animals in
Captivity and the Wild, Barbara focuses on animal emotion and
cognition, the ethics of our relationships with animals, and the
evolutionary history of language, culture, and religion. Her book
How Animals Grieve has been translated into 7 languages and her
TED talk on animal love and grief has now received over 3.3
million views. Barbara’s work has appeared in Scientific
American, NPR, Aeon, and Undark, and she regularly reviews

books for NPR. She enjoys science outreach at events like the World Science Festival and the
National Academy of Sciences’ Science & Entertainment Exchange “science speed dating”
night, and tweets about animals, science, and books @bjkingape.


http://www.barbarajking.com/

Challenges in Time and Space

Street Dogs in Texts, Street Dogs in Context:
The Hermeneutic Circle in Human-Animal Studies

Anu Pande, The English and Foreign Languages University

pande22anu(@gmail.com

In this paper, I propose to explore how my reading of Pen Farthing’s One Dog at a Time:
Saving the Strays of Helmand (2009) and Jay Copelman’s From Baghdad With Love: A
Marine, the War, and a Dog named Lava (2006), and my own experience of feeding twelve
street dogs in an industrial zone in Hyderabad, India during the COVID induced lockdown in
2020 mutually informed and influenced each other, enabling me to perceive the ways in
which text and context operate in Human-Animal Studies. Farthing, a Royal Marine posted
in Afghanistan, and Copelman, a lieutenant colonel in the US Marine Corps posted in Iraq,
write about the trials and tribulations, successes and failures they encountered in rescuing
street dogs from war-ravaged countries, and rehoming them in the United States and Great
Britain.

Both the scenarios I propose to discuss — the daily feeding of real dogs in Hyderabad with all
the materiality of their physical presence, as well as the rescue of literary dogs in the two
texts — are located against the backdrop of a catastrophe: the COVID crisis in the former
scenario, and war in the latter. I will attempt to critically examine the gesture of ‘rescue’ by
drawing attention to the Dbinaries of civilization/barbarism, victor/vanquished,
developed/backward, human/animal, ben

evolent/helpless that underlie this gesture in both the scenarios, whereby the antonyms
constituting the binaries are not only mutually exclusive, but also hierarchically arranged.
Furthermore, I will show how an anthropocentric approach that ignores the animals’ agency
while rescuing them can have disastrous consequences, regardless of how well meaning the
attempts may be.

Dr. Anu Pande is Assistant Professor in the Department of Germanic Studies at the English
and Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad since 2010. She studied at the Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi. Her research interests are literary representations of disease
and death, Literary and Cultural Animal Studies, discourses of violence, autobiographical and
auto fictional writing, and narratives of the Anthropocene. She is presently working on
developing an animal-sensitive curriculum, and writing a book about literary depictions of
street dogs.
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Don't Poop Here: Human-Animal Relationships in the Tree Wells of Brooklyn
Maria Eugenia Dominguez and Miriam Young, The New School

younm156(@newschool.edu

The over 140,000 street trees in Brooklyn play an important role in the urban landscape,
offering many benefits to residents like capturing stormwater and providing shade. Yet they
are also fascinating sites of multispecies conflict. Some tree wells are neglected, covered in
trash, while others are highly micromanaged by local residents. All kinds of hand-made
signage enforce the rules of these small areas, warning of rat poison or forbidding flower
picking. Most prevalent are the tiny “Don’t Poop Here” signs, comically posted at dog’s eye
view. Varying in materials and messaging, these tiny signs raise huge questions. What urban
creatures are allowed to use the space and which are kept out? Who “owns” these tiny
patches of land? Who acts as their steward? How does "care" manifest for these spaces?
What is the purpose of a street tree? Decoration? A home? A place for dogs and humans to
mark their territory?

In this talk, we’ll present our Brooklyn Tree Well Typology, analyzing the human-animal
interactions at play and the many ways Brooklyn residents attempt to micromanage these
microcosms. What can these small pieces of land teach us about the big blindspots and
assumptions urbanites have when we attempt to manage ecological questions of any scale?

Maria Eugenia Dominguez is a self-proclaimed artivist, researcher and transdisciplinary
designer. Using her experience creating visual media for non-profit organizations and
applying design-led research to humanize emerging technologies, Maria endeavors to
generate alternative futures that set in motion the change needed to shift our current day
systems.

Miriam Young is a wordsmith and researcher who thinks of writing as designing. She
experiments with forms and fictions to dismantle default thinking and dusty notions. Her
research questions why humans struggle to relate with other creatures and how we, as
planetary roommates, might unearth alternative ways of living together.

Public Engagement and Stakeholder Participation in Developing a National
Strategy for Managing Free-Roaming Cats in Israel

Liran Plitman, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs Israel

liranplitman@gmail.com

The issue of free-roaming cats (FRC) is a highly controversial one, with an ongoing debate
over best practices for controlling their population. In Israel, the continuing increase in FRC
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population creates serious concerns regarding their own welfare, public health and urban
sanitation, ecological balance and wildlife biodiversity. Due to the complexity and sensitivity
of the subject, many stakeholders are involved in the discussion regarding FRC management;
from animal activists and cat caretakers, ecologists and zoologists, private and municipal
veterinarians, epidemiologists and public health experts, those who view FRC as a nuisance
or as a community asset and the general public who encounters them in various contexts. It
was therefore imperative to engage and consult with all interested parties prior to drafting a
formal government policy for managing FRC. The department of Animal Welfare (Ministry
of Agriculture) entrusted with the matter, has been heading an extensive process of
consulting with all stakeholders and the public in large via in depth interviews, focus groups
and a nationwide survey. The main themes that have surfaced are the need for public
education regarding FRC’s welfare as well as the negative impacts of their presence, the need
for comprehensive cooperation between authorities, veterinaries and cat caretakers and the
regulation of communal feeding. This has outlined the multifaceted relationship between
people and FRC, highlighting both disagreement and consensus on matters such as feeding,
spay/neuter programs, population culling and the broad scale of human attitudes towards
these animals and their presence in the public life.

Liran Plitman is an Animal Welfare Advisor & Coordinator, Department of Animal Welfare
(Veterinary Services), Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs in Israel. Liran has been
working at the department of Animal Welfare since 2018. During this time, she has been
involved in drafting national regulations regarding animal welfare, composing scientific
opinions and policy papers, performing welfare audits in farms, shelters and zoos and
assisting in the development of countrywide policy frameworks in animal welfare matters.
Liran received her MSc in Animal Behavior & Welfare from the University of Edinburgh
and her MA in Public Policy from Tel Aviv University. The main principle that guides her
work is the One Welfare concept, which promotes a holistic view of animal welfare as
having a direct and indirect affinity with human wellbeing and the environment.

Discussant: Julie Urbanik. independent scholar and consultant

Julie Urbanik, P.h.D is an independent scholar and consultant. She is the co-founder of the
Animal Geography Specialty Group of the American Association of Geographers, author of
Placing Animals: An Introduction to the Geography of Human-animal Relations (2012) and
co-editor of Humans and Animals: A Geography of Coexistence (2017). She is also the
Political Animals editor for Society & Animals. Her research interests include human-animal
relations, creative geographies, and legal geographies, while her consulting work focuses on
using social geographies to assist in criminal defense mitigation.



Violence, Oppression, and Domination
Beyond Intersectionality, Towards Interconstitutionality

Pablo Pérez Castelld, Royal Holloway University of London

Pablo.PerezCastello.2018@live.rhul.ac.uk

Aph Ko states: “conceptual violence precedes physical violence. You must be thought of as
an inferior subject before your body is used, abused, manipulated, and consumed” (2019). I
argue that Westerners’ subjectivities are constituted by a Western conceptuality that impels us
to be anthropocentric, racist and sovereign over animals. Intersectionality, as a method, does
not suffice to understand how our subjectivities are formed because, as Ko shows, thinkers
adopting intersectional approaches remain one dimensional in their analysis. Indeed,
intersectional thinkers continue to look at oppressions through the lenses of their own
disciplines. From that position, they draw on insights from another field and identify a point
where the fields meet. The idea is that, at this point of intersection, a given oppression is
better understood in comparison to the perspective offered by one single field. Ko contends,
however, that different oppressive knowledge systems constitute each other, that is, they do
not merely overlap. | take Ko’s insights a step further and argue that knowledge systems are
not only inter-constituted, they also form our subjectivities. I also challenge Ko’s argument
that the dominant class has almost total control over concepts, and contend that oppressive
concepts such as the human, the animal, and the Black are not mere ideas we have power
over. Instead, my contention is that such concepts should be understood as conceptual forces
that constitute our subjectivities, impel us to sense anthropocentrically and be violent against
those who deviate from the human.

Pablo Pérez Castellé is a PhD. candidate at the School of Humanities, Royal Holloway
University of London. His thesis in Philosophy focuses on understanding the role human
language plays in producing anthropocentrism, and the importance of animal language in
relation to political agency and zoodemocracy. Pablo is also a visitor researcher at the
Cambridge Centre for Animal Rights Law where he explores how the constitution of the
Commonwealth of Australia should change in light of the argument advanced by Sue
Donaldson and Will Kymlicka that communities of wild animals should have a right to
self-determination. He has taught Ancient Greek Philosophy, and lectured on philosophical
concepts of nature in the MA in Political Philosophy at Royal Holloway.
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Recognizing Animals as Crime Victims and Elevating their Status in the Legal
System

Lu Shegay, Institute of Animal Law of Asia

lushegay(@gmail.com

In any criminal law system, regardless of the country’s legal system, victims are one of the
most important parties in criminal cases. Victims are those who suffered from any action or
omission of the perpetrator, and victims are present in the court hearing playing a significant
role because they can testify and assist other parties of the case, including the judge, in
identifying some undiscovered details. However, the application of the same rules and
practices to animals in the crimes committed against them seems challenging and involves
legal personhood. Animals face a lot of threats from anthropogenic activities and most of
them are committed with the means of cruel treatment. Animal cruelty does not only extend
to companion animals - but other categories of animals also suffer in various illegal practices.
This presentation will analyze the importance of recognizing animals as crime victims, as
well as the probabilities and challenges that can be faced in elevating the status of animals
and consider them victims in the criminal case. It will also touch upon certain categories of
animals and how this rule can be applied to one of each. Finally, some proposals will be
presented.

Lu Shegay earned her LL.B from KIMEP University, Kazakhstan, and was a recipient of the
International Animal Advocates LLM Scholarship at Lewis & Clark Law School, USA. She
contributes to the discussion of the draft law of the Animal Welfare Act in Kazakhstan, serves
as an advisor and research assistant on foreign legislation in animal law issues, and
contributes to the discussion on the closure of aquariums in Kazakhstan. She spoke at the
ALDF Animal Law Academy Webinar presenting her LLM thesis on the failure of
international law to protect sharks. Lu is also the 2021-2022 CALS Ambassador within the
Global Ambassador Program (GAP) developing the project of enhancing legal regulations of
aquatic animals in Kazakhstan.

Humous, Chicken and Beyond

Yossi Wolfson, Tel-Aviv University

yossiwolfson@tauex.tau.ac.il

Both speciesist and liberationist ideologies are linked to the material basis of animal
exploitation in any historical period. In Israel/Palestine colonial influences are prominent
causes of shifts in diets and in modes of animal exploitation.
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Originally, the diets of the land were mostly plant-based deriving from traditional agriculture
and gathering. European settlers intensified agriculture and introduced diets higher in meat.
Land confiscation, agricultural regulation and other measures suppressed Palestinian
agriculture and privileged Jewish meat, egg and dairy industries. International hamburger
chains did their share. Israel now has one of the highest per-capita meat consumption —
especially chicken meat.

Current vegan movements are accompanied with a rise in the consumption of meat and dairy
equivalents which are either novel or foreign to local cuisines. Many (such as Beyond Meat)
are imported. To some extent, organizations propagating vegan diets, promote such foods
rather than the traditional local plant based cuisine. In my presentation I will explore these
phenomena and raise questions for further examination: Are we witnessing re-orientation of
the expansionism of the Western industrial complex and consumerism? To what extant is it an
opportunity to strengthen veganism in Israel? How might it affect ideologies within vegan
movements and challenge their acceptance within groups marginalized by colonialism?

Yossi Wolfson teaches Animal Protection Law at the Tel-Aviv University, and have published
academic articles in this field. I have been involved in the animal liberation movement since
the 1980's.

Discussant: Justin Marceau, University of Denver

Justin Marceau is the Brooks Institute Scholar and professor of law at the University of
Denver, Sturm College of law. He is the director of the law school’s animal law program,
and also an expert in criminal law and constitutional law. He is the author of Beyond Cages
(Cambridge 2019) and also the soon to be published Carceral Logics (Cambridge 2022)
co-edited with Lori Gruen. Justin’s work focuses on how to improve the status of animals in
law, and he is actively researching and writing about questions such as the role of victims’
advocacy for animals, the relationship between the so-called “link” and superpredator
discourse, and alternatives to policing and convictions when it comes to animal crimes.



Challenges: Expressions and Impressions
Zoospeak — The Voices of Animals in Captivity
Poetry Reading and Photography
Gordon Meade

gordonmeadel @btinternet.com

A collaboration between myself and the Canadian photographer and animal activist, Jo-Anne
McArthur, which uses poetry and photography to examine the experiences of animals in
captivity throughout the world in zoos, aquariums, fur farms, and breeding facilities. The
reading will be illustrated by the photographs which were the initial inspiration for the
poems. I recently read from the above collection at a conference organised by the Centre for
Human Animal Studies at the University of Edgehill in October 2020. Further information
about Zoospeak is available on my publisher's website : enthusiasticpress.co.uk

Gordon Meade is a Scottish poet based in the East Neuk of Fife. In the past he has been the
Writer in Residence for the Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art and the Royal Literary
Fund Writing Fellow at the University of Dundee. He has read from his work throughout the
United Kingdom, Ireland, Belgium, Germany, and Luxembourg. His tenth collection of
poems, Zoospeak, was published in 2020 by Enthusiastic Press in London
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Wednesday, June 2" - Opportunities

Keynote Talk

Dimensions of Humane Communities — Perspectives on the Intersection of
Human and Non-Human Animal Well-being

Philip Tedeschi, LCSW MSSW
Clinical Professor, Graduate School of Social Work, University of Denver
Executive Director, Institute for Human-Animal Connection, University of Denver

The word humane began as a variant for the word human. Born of the Latin, humanus,
humane originated as an alternative word to human. Over time, the word was distinguished
from its roots to include compassion and consideration for others. Since its first known use in
the mid 1500’s, the word has further evolved to include the treatment of animals. Given that
the word’s origin is so closely linked to humans and humanity, it is notable that we consider
the treatment of animals a part of what defines us as human beings.

This presentation will highlight the work of the Institute for Human- Animal Connection
(IHAC) at the Graduate School of Social Work, University of Denver. IHAC was the first US
Human- Animal Bond Academic Center oriented out of the social sciences, distinguishing its
perspective from other academic centers oriented out of veterinary medicine. A Humane
Community, as defined by (IHAC), is characterized by the presence of leadership,
institutions, programs and policies working collaboratively across systems to create and
implement sustainable human, animal, and environmental welfare. What are our
responsibilities as a human being to our communities and should these include consideration
for other animals? Through our relationships with other animals and nature we can rethink
and remember, even redefine what it means to be human? With emphasis on social science
informed and intersectional theories of risk and resilience, social support, social capital,
prevention science, health and wellness, interspecies justice and one-health/welfare this
presentation will examine opportunities and critical considerations for deepening our
relationship with other non-humans. To be human offers the opportunity to be humane; and
to be humane we must consider our responsibility to be compassionate towards others,
including animals.
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Philip Tedeschi is the founding executive director of the Institute
for Human-Animal Connection and a clinical professor at the
Graduate School of Social Work. He is a licensed social worker and
+ psychotherapist recognized for expertise in the clinical methods of
animal-assisted Interventions and supervises the school's
animal-assisted social work certificate program for Master of Social
Work (MSW) students, and the Institute for Human-Animal
Connections professional development global certificate programs.
He received his MSSW degree from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison, where his specialization was the bio-affiliative
connection between people and animals. He studies and teaches on
the intricate relationship between people, domestic and wild animals, and the natural world.
Tedeschi’s research, scholarship and academics explore the therapeutic and health promoting
potential of human-animal and nature interaction, trauma informed methods of human-animal
connection, social and ecological justice and intervention into violence toward people and

animals. Tedeschi is a certified Master Therapeutic Riding Instructor and was recently
appointed to the Colorado State advisory council (People for Animal Welfare).
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Reconsiderations
Urbanizing Pets or Animaling the City: Redefining the City as Posthuman

Anna K.E. Schneider, Friedrich-Alexander-University Erlangen-Niirnberg

anna.schneider@fau.de

Nyman (2015) demands that “space should be shared rather than dominated by humans”. To
change wurban spaces in the long-term, a change in symbolism and meaning is most
important. First steps being the rethinking of the city’s separation from the biophysical
worlds and entering of a dialogue including the dialectic of othering and connection with the
animal side.

As companion animals already share our life and architectural structures, they are
predetermined to become ambassadors of this change, bringing essential prerequisites to
integrate them beyond their species boundaries while still leaving room for their otherness.
Dogs especially have the widest radius of activity as they can take part in human everyday
life and therefore become a — like Pollack calls it — semi-public animal. Going as far as taking
place in human work-life, dogs raise the question of how to create a post-human urban
environment that allows for agreeable cross-species cohabitation. To realize this endeavor,
public spaces have to be designed in a way that allows for closeness as well as distance,
focusing not only on a human-centered perspective but listening to the animal voice as well.
While previously the responsibility laid with the individuals (enforced for example by leash
laws), new urban architecture could challenge traditional boundaries and follow the request
for “animaling” (Instone/Sweeney 2014), redefining public spaces into a shared living
environment no longer solely influenced by the Anthropocene.

Anna Schneider has a background in Sociology from Friedrich-Alexander-University
Erlangen Nuremberg and in Sinology from Julius-Maximilians-University Wiirzburg.
Currently, she is working on human-animal-interactions in the framework of her Ph.D. in
Social Sciences at FAU in cooperation with the department for Dog Studies at the Max
Planck Institute in Jena.


mailto:anna.schneider@fau.de

12

Philosophical Considerations upon the Nature and Expression of Animal Desire
Cosetta Veronese, Scuola di Interazione Uomo Animale

c.m.veronese@gmail.com

This paper aims to offer some considerations upon: 1. the dimension of desire inherent in the
lives of animals, starting from the reflections thereupon made by one of Italy’s greatest poet
thinkers, Giacomo Leopardi (1798-1837); 2. its implications in terms of human-animal
relations from a zooanthropological perspective. Leopardi expressed his anti anthropocentric
and anti-cartesian attitudes in his published work, but it is in his private notebook that his
thought is articulated in a way that most strikingly anticipates Darwinism. The simultaneity
of perception and thought, the centrality of the body, the recognition of the impossibility of
separating life from desire, are some of the tenets of Leopardi’s “theory of pleasure”, which,
by his own declaration, apply to humans and animals alike. The extraordinary intellectual
clarity with which he describes the processes whereby the individual filters his or her
perception of the world illustrate basic mechanisms of survival. Over the last 20 to 30 years,
cognitive ethology and, in Italy, the work of Roberto Marchesini have disclosed how these
mechanisms, shared indistinctively by humans and animals, reveal motivations and emotions
which are, yet, both species-specific and individual-specific. Philosophical considerations
about the etymological meaning of the word “survive” and its implications in terms of the
value of animal life will help disseminate ethical awareness of the responsibility we carry
towards the lives of animals. Most importantly, however, it will help advance the knowledge
of the cultural enrichment animals have brought to the development of human history and
give a final blow to diehard anthropocentric paradigms.

Cosetta Veronese owns a Ph.D. in English literature from the University of Venice and one
in Italian literature from the University of Birmingham. After working as a researcher in
Italian language, literature and culture in universities in the UK and Switzerland, I am
currently teaching English and Italian language in a secondary school in Zurich. I own a
diploma as a dog educator from SIUA, am a member of the Board of the ISZ (see above) and
collaborate with the journal Animal Studies. My latest contributions are an article for the
volume [talian Posthumanisms ed. by Fabrizio Foni and Gloria Lauri-Lucente entitled A¢ the
roots of Italian Posthumanism: from Leopardi’s Theriomorphic Worlds to Marchesinis
Zooanthropology and some entries for the Dizionario del Postumano ed. by Manuela
Macelloni and Elisa Baioni — all contributions are currently being published.
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Vegans and Other Animals: Renegotiating Boundaries and Hierarchies in
Multispecies Israeli Families

Dafna Shir-Vertesh, Achva College; Limor Chen, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev; Anat
Ben Yonatan, Tel-Aviv University; Orit Hirsch-Matsioulas, Tel-Aviv University; Nir Avieli,
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev

dafnash@bgu.ac.il

This presentation explores whether ethical vegans, as part of a social movement that rejects
animal exploitation, treat and perceive animals within the family and home in ways that are
different from non-vegans. The delineation of boundaries and hierarchies among multispecies
vegan families in Israel are examined, as well as the renegotiation of the emotional
attachments they form within their families and households. The paper delves into the ways
vegans struggle to contend with the social constructions of multispecies entanglements that
place companion animals as inferior to humans, and challenge what they view as social
injustice towards nonhuman animals.

The research is based on ethnographic fieldwork among vegan families in various Israeli
locations. Specifically, 23 semi-structured open-ended interviews and 30 open-ended
questionnaires are analyzed and compared to previous research on non-vegan multispecies
families in Israel as well as in other places. The data reveals that the vegans in this research,
in their attempts to deconstruct multispecies borders, are engendering creative, innovative,
sometimes contradictory, narratives regarding the place their animals inhabit in their homes.
At the same time, they continue to utilize existing social and emotional categories, such as
parent-child relations, family, responsibility and love. This paper concludes that while ethical
vegan parents in Israel try to blur social hierarchies and norms regarding multispecies
demarcations, they are nevertheless continually delineating them, although in multiple and
varied ways.

Dafna Shir-Vertesh teaches at Achva College and is head of the Human-Animal Research
Community in Israel. Her research deals with multispecies relations in familial and
communal spheres. Among her publications is "Flexible Personhood: Loving Animals as
Family Members in Israel", published in American Anthropologist in 2012.

Limor Chen is a PhD candidate in the department of Sociology and Anthropology at
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Israel, and Coordinator of The Community for
Human-Animal Studies Israel. Chen's ethnographic research on vegan activism in Israel
explicates the practices and meanings of the activists, elucidating innovative cultural aspects
of human-animal relations.

Anat Ben-Yonatan is a social-sciences informed human-animal scholar, and a post-doctoral
fellow at the Coller-Menmon Program for Animal Rights and Welfare, in the Buchmann
Faculty of Law, Tel Aviv University. She is the co-founder and a steering committee member
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of both the human-animal connections forum, and of the community for human-animal
studies (HASI) under the auspices of the Israeli Anthropological Association. Anat strives to
establish human-animal studies in the Israeli academia by engaging in interdisciplinary
research, academia-community engagements, and pedagogic collaborations.

Orit Hirsch-Matsioulas is an anthropologist of human-animal relations. She is a
postdoctoral researcher at the Coller-Menmon Program for Animal Rights and Welfare in the
Buchmann Faculty of Law, Tel Aviv University, a research associate at the Tech4Animals
Lab, Haifa University, and a co-founder and a steering committee member of the
Human-Animal Studies Academic Community in Israel (HASI) and of the human-animal
relations multidisciplinary research group at Tel Aviv University. Her dissertation, from the
department of Sociology and Anthropology, Ben-Gurion University, examined human-canine
relations and the politics of belonging in a Greek Island, during the economic crisis.
Currently, she is conducting applied research about the sense of loneliness, welfare and rights
of humans and companion animals at the Israeli public housing for the elderly.

Nir Avieli is an associate professor of anthropology and the chair of the department of
Sociology and Anthropology, Ben Gurion University, Israel. Former president of the Israeli
Anthropological Association, Nir has been conducting ethnographic fieldwork in the central
Vietnamese town of Hoi An since 1998. His book: Rice Talks: Food and Community in a
Viethamese Town (2012, Indiana University Press) is a culinary ethnography of Hoi An. Nir
returns regularly to Hoi An for ethnographic research and writes on processes of social
change in the contexts of food, tourism, gender, and consumerism. Nir conducted further
ethnographic research in Thailand, India, Singapore and Israel. His book: "Food and Power in
Israel", (2018, University of California Press) is based on multi-sited ethnographic research
conducted in Israel since the late 1990's. Currently he is completing an ethnographic study
titled "Food for the Body and Soul", on the vegan soul food of the African Hebrew Israelite
Community, and preparing a new research project on Leisure in Greece.

Discussant: Leslie Irvine, University of Colorado Boulder

Leslie Irvine is Professor of Sociology and Director of the Animals and Society Certificate
Program at the University of Colorado at Boulder. She is the author of several books,
including My Dog Always Eats First, which examines homeless people’s relationships with
their companion animals, and Filling the Ark, which focuses on animal welfare in disasters.
Leslie has also studied animal sheltering and abuse, representations of animals in popular
culture, and the feminization of veterinary medicine. Her articles appear in journals including
Gender & Society, Social Problems, Qualitative Sociology, Society & Animals, Anthrozoos,
and Symbolic Interaction.
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Artpportunities
Visual Culture: Promoting Awareness of Animal Suffering in the Anthropocene
Hadas Marcus, Tel-Aviv University

h_marcus@netvision.net.il

John Berger’s celebrated essay entitled “Why Look at Animals?” (1980) condemned the
exploitation of animals as marginalized objects of spectatorship to satisfy our desire for
amusement. Berger claimed that visual indulgence led to their gradual “disappearance” and
suffering. Whereas this is undoubtedly true, when used appropriately, the power of art and
photography to foster greater empathy towards nonhuman animals cannot be underestimated.
For example, two centuries ago, paintings of the menagerie in London’s Exeter Exchange
depicted the misery of large animals confined in cramped enclosures. Similarly, Dick Blau
and Nigel Rothfel’s photo essay Elephant House (2015) reveals the much improved, yet
claustrophobic conditions and tedious lives of captive pachyderms.

Just as heart-wrenching images are an effective tool for rousing awareness to mitigate cruel
treatment of animals that we are most familiar with, visual culture can advocate for protection
of endangered species through better stewardship of natural habitats. This presentation
explores how humane values can be encouraged through a broad spectrum of media. Drawing
from several theoretical frameworks, we will examine artistic representations dealing with
the plight of animals in the Anthropocene. We will consider how poignant images sound an
alarm for the urgent need to prevent senseless tragedies, such as the loss of the last male
northern white rhinoceros; Laysan albatross bursting with plastic debris; and birds and
mammals devouring garbage in landfills. This talk also reflects on how visual culture can
help to defend critically endangered species being eradicated by hunting, habitat destruction,
climate change, entanglement, pollution, and more.

Hadas Marcus is an instructor of English for environmental studies at Tel Aviv University
and an independent scholar of ecocriticism. She is an associate fellow of the Oxford Centre
for Animal Ethics and a member of the Human-Animal Bond Research Forum at Tel Aviv
University. Hadas is the author and editor of an art book entitled Bringing the Dead Sea: Art
and Nature at the Lowest Place on Earth (2018). She writes articles and book chapters on
environmental and human-animal related topics, for example, veganism and vegetarianism in
popular culture; she also frequently speaks at international conferences.
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Animation and Animal Rights: Leading Social Change through Conversations on Films

Rajlakshmi Kanjilal and P. P. Vijayalakshmi, Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham University

kanjilal.rajlakshmi@gmail.com

Animation is a popular medium as it brings to life stories and nonhuman characters’ lives that
are often invisible. As an ethical medium, animation presents an opportunity to explore
nonhuman animals’ hidden lives and tell stories from the nonhuman perspective. Animal-led
films have always been popular among audiences, but the underlying reasons are not very
clear. Animation is an ethical medium since nonhuman animals are not employed as actors
and circumvents several ethical issues. Popular animated films like Chicken Run (2000) and
Ferdinand (2017) use anthropomorphic characters. Nevertheless, the narratives champion the
cause of animal rights broaching broader concerns related to animal ethics.

The methodology employed to analyze the two films is through a close reading of the films
employing contextual analysis. Moreover, employing an animal rights perspective to
understand how anthropomorphic nonhuman animal characters challenge cognitive biases
and broach critical ethical issues about their treatment. This analysis is pertinent in
understating and engaging with audiences critically. Since audiences are often passive
recipients of media messages centering conversations on issues highlighted in the films in
classrooms and beyond, it can help initiate conversations on why the lives of nonhuman
animals matter by challenging the normalization speciesist attitudes and cognitive
dissonance. As Jane Goodall put it, “Only if we understand, will we care. Only if we care,
will we help. Only if we help shall all be saved.” Animated films serve as a tool to impart
animal rights messages leading to social change.

Rajlakshmi Kanjilal is a Ph.D. candidate who holds a Master in Fine Arts in Animation and
Content Management from Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham. Her research looks at animal
rights messages communicated in animated feature films, and she is interested in media
representations of nonhuman animals.

Dr. P. P. Vijayalakshmi is a Professor with 44 years of teaching in Collegiate Education
Service, including 14 years in research. Her areas of interest include Communicative English,
Fine Arts, and Media.


mailto:kanjilal.rajlakshmi@gmail.com

17

Opportunities and Challenges in Contemporary Art after the Animal Turn
Jessica Ullrich, University of Fine Arts, Miinster

JesMarUllrich@t-online.de

I want to discuss the consequences of the Animal Turn in contemporary art by pointing to
restrictions, challenges and possibilities that this paradigm shift has brought about. One of the
limitations artists face when working with animals and animal imagery results from a new
sensibility of art audiences for ethical issues. Artists increasingly face criticism when they
appropriate animals in abusive or inappropriate ways. The emerge of various guidelines
aiming at the regulation of the use of animals in or for artworks is a rather controversial
symptom of the Animal Turn. Many artists have raised concerns about the intervention in
their artistic freedom by guidelines that they call a new form of “censorship”. On the other
hand, the Animal Turn furthers an expansion of art and introduces animals as agents of art
production and art reception. In the last decade, innovative art forms have emerged that
challenge the traditional notion of art by involving live animals as recipients or producers of
art. The appreciation of animals as creative, communicating, cognitive individuals questions
the conventional understanding of animals in art as models, metaphors, materials or medium.
But in some cases, instrumentalizing animals in aesthetic practices borders their exploitation.
By discussing selected examples of art for animals, animal art, and ‘artivism’ that can
reconcile the various symptoms of the Animal Turn, I argue that it is possible to revolutionize
the art world and improve the situation of animals at the same time.

Dr. Jessica Ullrich is professor for art history and aesthetics at the University of Fine Arts
Miinster and lecturer for art education at the University of Arts in Berlin. Her research
interests concentrate on the ethics and aesthetics of human-animal relationships in
contemporary art. Jessica has been the representative of Minding Animals Germany for the
last eight years. She is the editor of Tierstudien, the first academic journal on animal studies
in Germany.

Discussant: Jane Desmond, University of Illinois

Jane C. Desmond is Professor of Anthropology and of Gender/Women’s Studies at the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, U.S.A., where she heads the HAS@]Illinois
initiative and serves as affiliate faculty in the College of Veterinary Medicine. The
author/editor of five books, she is a specialist in performance studies, human-animal studies,
and transnational studies of the United States, and has served as past-President of the
International Studies Association. She is the founding Editor of the Animal Lives book series
at the University of Chicago Press, and Resident Director of the UITUC-ASI Summer Institute
in Animal Studies. Her most recent book, Displaying Death and Animating Life:
Human-Animal Relations in Art, Science and Everyday Life (Chicago, 2016) explores topics
as diverse as natural history museums, pet cemeteries, roadkill, and art by animals. Her
current book project, tentatively titled Medicine Across the Species Line, examines the
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cultural dimensions of contemporary U.S. veterinary medicine. Her public writing on animals
has appeared in Newsweek, Scientific American, and the Washington Post, among others. A
former professional modern dance choreographer, she holds a Ph.D. in American Studies
from Yale.
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Opportunities: Expressions and Impressions

Bridging Dance and Animal Studies: Embodiment as an Approach to
Interspecies Entanglement

Kayt MacMaster and Sara Marks Mininsohn, University of Illinois

ccm6@illinois.edu; sarahmm4@illinois.edu

We propose a choreographic case-study to be presented at the HASI 2021 International
Conference. Dance research has the potential to reimagine human animal hierarchies,
emphasizing the significance of embodiment as an empathetic tool. In the spring of 2020, we
were commissioned by the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign Dance Department to
create an original dance work. We worked collaboratively with nine dancers and a team of
designers to create a 25-minute, socially distanced dance for the stage, under a new system
organized around pandemic safety. In our preliminary research, we examined the herd and
runaway as archetypes often found in folktales, which continue to shape current social and
cultural imaginations. These archetypes are often portrayed by more-than-human characters,
and considering our location in the midwestern United States, we turned to cattle herds to
further investigate survival tactics relying on both collaboration and escape. Delving further
into folklore and observing actual cattle, we connected this research to current realities of
creating performance amidst a pandemic. This interspecies entanglement led to creating a
contemporary embodied folktale, a dance we titled, “herd tale.” We grounded our
choreography in spatial movement patterns observed in cattle, which deepened our
empathetic relationship to the species while opening new choreographic possibilities. Our
use of dance as a medium privileged embodiment and investigated how empathy might
extend beyond the human experience. We would look forward to this opportunity to distill
our work, receive feedback for the development of a paper, and deepen relationships
between Dance and Animal Studies.

Kayt MacMaster is a current MFA candidate in Dance at the University of Illinois,
Urbana Champaign. Her research examines the concept of landmarks and the influence
of place and space on the archival body.

Sarah Marks Mininsohn is an MFA candidate in Dance at University of Illinois,
Urbana Champaign. She is a choreographer and dramaturg researching entanglements
and sites of contamination in contemporary dance.


mailto:ccm6@illinois.edu
mailto:sarahmm4@illinois.edu

20

Thursday, June 3"- Conversations

Interspecies Internet Project

info@interspecies.io

The panel will discuss the Interspecies Internet project. Interspecies Internet is a
multidisciplinary global think-tank to encourage the acceleration of Interspecies
Communication with 2800+ members, including leading sector professionals. A primary
premise of the project is to link interspecies communication with artificial intelligence and
machine learning methods. The Interspecies Internet’s mission is to encourage, explore and
facilitate interfaces for interspecies communication and approaches for deciphering the
communication of non-human animals. With the aim to positively impact species
conservation, welfare, empathy, compassion, enrichment, sustainability, and understanding, it
brings together a multidisciplinary group drawn from the sciences, arts and humanities in a
rich collaborative forum to advance the understanding and appreciation of the mental lives
and intelligence of the diverse species with which we share our planet. Here we will explore
the project, its status and aspirations and hear from some of our key members exploring case
studies on decoding, deciphering, and exploring multidisciplinary approaches to Interspecies
Communication.

Opening Remarks

Jeremy Coller, Founder, Jeremy Coller Foundation, FAIRR Initiative, and Chairman and
CIO, Coller Capital

Interspecies Internet Founders

Vinton G. Cerf, Vice President and Chief Internet Evangelist for Google. Co-designer of the
TCP/IP protocols and the architecture of the Internet. At Google, Vint Cerf contributes to
global policy development and continued spread of the Internet. Widely known as one of the
"Fathers of the Internet," Cerf is the co-designer of the TCP/IP protocols and the architecture
of the Internet. He has served in executive positions at the Internet Society, the Internet
Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers, the American Registry for Internet Numbers,
MCI, the Corporation for National Research Initiatives and the Defense Advanced Research
Projects Agency and on the faculty of Stanford University. Vint Cerf sits on US National
Science Board and is a Visiting Scientist at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory. Cerf is a Foreign
Member of the Royal Society and Swedish Academy of Engineering, Fellow of the IEEE,
ACM, American Association for the Advancement of Science, American Academy of Arts
and Sciences, British Computer Society, Worshipful Companies of Information Technologists
and Stationers and is a member of the National Academies of Engineering and Science. Cerf
1s a recipient of numerous awards and commendations in connection with his work on the
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Internet, including the US Presidential Medal of Freedom, US National Medal of Technology,
the Queen Elizabeth Prize for Engineering, the Prince of Asturias Award, the Japan Prize, the
Charles Stark Draper award, the ACM Turing Award, the Legion d’Honneur and 29 honorary
degrees.

Peter Gabriel, founder of Interspecies Internet, musician and activist. Peter Gabriel is best
known as a musician making albums, videos and film scores. In 1980 he brought a team
together to create Womad.org - the World of Music, Arts and Dance, to bring the culture of
the world to the world; festivals presented in over 40 countries. In 1992, Peter co-founded
Witness.org, bringing video and new technology into Human Rights campaigning. In 1999,
he co-founded, with Nelson Mandela and Richard Branson, theElders.org bringing together a
group of highly respected international elders to encourage global and ethical leadership as
well as long-term thinking, peace-making and human rights. It was launched by Mandela in
July 2007.

Prof. Neil Gershenfeld is the Director of MIT's Center for Bits and Atoms, where his unique
laboratory is breaking down boundaries between the digital and physical worlds, from
pioneering quantum computing to digital fabrication to the Internet of Things. Technology
from his lab has been seen and used in settings including New York's Museum of Modern Art
and rural Indian villages, the White House and the World Economic Forum, inner-city
community centers and automobile safety systems, Las Vegas shows and Sami herds. He is
the author of numerous technical publications, patents, and books including Designing
Reality, Fab, When Things Start To Think, The Nature of Mathematical Modeling, and The
Physics of Information Technology, and has been featured in media such as The New York
Times, The Economist, NPR, CNN, and PBS. He is a Fellow of the American Association for
the Advancement of Science and the American Physical Society, has been named one of
Scientific American's 50 leaders in science and technology, as one of 40 Modern-Day
Leonardos by the Museum of Science and Industry, one of Popular Mechanic's 25 Makers,
has been selected as a CNN/Time/Fortune Principal Voice, and by Prospect/Foreign Policy as
one of the top 100 public intellectuals. He's been called the intellectual father of the maker
movement, founding a growing global network of over two thousand fab labs in 125
countries that provide widespread access to prototype tools for personal fabrication, directing
the Fab Academy for distributed research and education in the principles and practices of
digital fabrication, and chairing the Fab Foundation. He is a co-founder of the Interspecies
Internet and of the Science and Entertainment Exchange. Dr. Gershenfeld has a BA in
Physics with High Honors from Swarthmore College, a Ph.D. in Applied Physics from
Cornell University, honorary doctorates from Swarthmore College, Strathclyde University
and the University of Antwerp, was a Junior Fellow of the Harvard University Society of
Fellows, and a member of the research staff at Bell Labs.

Dr. Diana Reiss is a cognitive psychologist, marine mammal scientist, and professor in the
Department of Psychology at Hunter College and in the Comparative and Cognitive
Psychology Doctoral program at The Graduate Center, of the City University of New York.
She is the Director of the Animal Behavior and Conservation Graduate program in the
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Psychology Department of Hunter College. Her research focuses on dolphin cognition and
communication, comparative animal cognition, and the evolution of intelligence. Dr. Reiss’s
professional efforts have included the rescue and rehabilitation of stranded marine mammals,
including the rescue operation of Humphrey, the Humpback whale that wandered into the
Bay area in1985 and captured international attention. She served for many years as a member
and science advisor on the AZA’s Animal Welfare Committee. She applies her research in
advocating for global protection for dolphins and whales—in the past, in the dolphin-tuna net
issue and currently, working to bring an end to the killing of dolphins in the notorious drive
hunts in Japan. Dr. Reiss’s work has been published in numerous international and national
journals, featured in science magazines, television programs, and newspaper articles. In her
book The Dolphin in the Mirror, released in 2011, she shares her personal and professional
experiences with what she calls “magnificent minds in the water.”

Decoding

This talk will mention the criteria that linguists consider to be important in calling an animal
communication system a language, and will provide examples of how some animal languages

have been decoded.

Dr. Con Slobodchikoff is an animal behaviorist and conservation biologist. He is Professor
Emeritus in the Department of Biological Sciences at Northern Arizona University, where he
taught biology and animal behavior. While at NAU, his primary research emphasis was
referential communication within animal communication systems, and also involved
elucidating why animals have social behavior. In both arenas, the model species were
Gunnison's prairie dogs, chosen because of their sophisticated communication and social
systems. Con was also a Fulbright Fellow and, in 1983, a visiting professor at Kenyatta
University in Kenya. Con received both his B.S. and his Ph.D. in from the University of
California, Berkeley. Con is the founder and Director of the Animal Language Institute, a
clearinghouse for research and forum for discussions about animal communication, including
language. He is also President and CEO of Animal Communications Ltd. This company has
provided dog training classes and also consulting for pet behavior problems using scientific
approaches. He is the author of Chasing Doctor Dolittle: Learning the Language of Animals
(St. Martin’s Press 2012) and lead author of Prairie Dogs: Communication and Community in
an Animal Society (Harvard University Press 2009). He has also edited and co-edited three
other books and published around 100 scholarly articles on various aspects of animal
behavior, ecology, and evolution in such diverse publications as Behavioural Processes,
Ecology, Behaviour, Journal of Arid Environments, Journal of Experimental Biology, Animal
Behaviour, Canadian Journal of Zoology, Ethology, Journal of the Acoustical Society of
America, American Zoologist, Behavioral Ecology and Sociobiology, Journal of
Mammalogy, and Intelligent Automation and Soft Computing. Until 2010, Con’s scientific
work involved studying the communication and social behavior of prairie dogs. Since that
time he has been researching animal languages, with a specific emphasis on the language of
dogs and of cats. His work has been featured widely in the media. His video appearances
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have included Dateline NBC, ABC World News, CNN, Country Canada, Quantum
(Australian Broadcasting Corporation), Teirzeit (Belgian-German TV), BBC, Turner
Broadcasting, Brixen Productions (Discovery Channel), and Evolve (History Channel). His
work was the subject of two one-hour documentaries, Talk of the Town (BBC 2009) and
Prairie Dog Chatter (Animal Planet Wild Kingdom 2010). He has also been interviewed on
various radio outlets, including The Diane Rehm Show, Radio Lab, NPR’s All Things
Considered, NPR’s Morning Edition, and BBC radio. Stories about his work have appeared
in the LA Times, Boston Globe, Denver Post, Washington Post, NY Times, and others, as
well as numerous magazines including Smithsonian Magazine, National Geographic, People
Magazine, and Discover Magazine.

Deciphering

This talk will deal with the Interspecies Communication between Humans and Grey Parrots:
What have we learned and what is the future of such research?

Irene Pepperberg (S.B, MIT, ’69; Ph.D., Harvard, ’76) is an Associate in the Psychology
Department at Harvard University. She has been a visiting Assistant Professor at
Northwestern University, a tenured Associate Professor at the University of Arizona, a
visiting Associate Professor at the MIT Media Lab and an adjunct Associate Professor at
Brandeis University. She has received John Simon Guggenheim, Whitehall, Harry Frank
Guggenheim, and Radcliffe Fellowships, was an alternate for the Cattell Award for
Psychology, won the 2000 Selby Fellowship (Australian Academy of Sciences), the 2005
Frank Beach Award for best paper in comparative psychology, was nominated for the 2000
Weizmann, L'Oreal, and Grawemeyer Awards, the Animal Behavior Society’s 2001 Quest
Award and 2015 Exemplar Award, and was renominated for the 2001 L'Oreal Award and the
2017 and 2018 Grawemeyer Award. She won the 2013 Clavius Award for research from St.
Johns University. In 2019, she was nominated for the 2019 Atkinson Prize in Psychological
and Cognitive Sciences (National Academy of Sciences) and the Clifford T. Morgan
Distinguished Leadership Award (Psychonomic Society), and won the Marquand Award for
Excellence in Advising and Support at Harvard. She won the 2020 Comparative Cognition
Society Research Award. Her research has been supported by the National Science
Foundation (US). Her book, The Alex Studies, describing over 20 years of peer-reviewed
experiments on Grey parrots, was favorably reviewed in publications as diverse as the New
York Times and Science. Her memoir, Alex & Me, a New York Times bestseller, won a
Christopher Award. She has published over 100 scholarly articles in peer reviewed journals
and as book chapters. She is a Fellow of the Animal Behavior Society, the American
Psychological Association, the American Psychological Society, the American
Ornithologists' Union, the Psychonomic Society, AAAS, the Midwestern Psychological
Society, and the Eastern Psychological Association. She serves as consulting editor for four
journals and as previous associate editor for The Journal of Comparative Psychology, and has
served as elected member-at-large for both Division 3 and Division 6 of APA.
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Science & The Arts

How do animals learn to associate sound with meaning?

We study other species in part for their similarity to ours, and to wall off “art” is arbitrary. To
understand their art, we must translate from sometimes vastly different senses (fin whales
may live within a constant symphonic chorus with their cousins hundreds of miles away), but
species with a central nervous system may couple sensory signals to meaning by similar
changes at specific synapses.

David Sulzer is a neuroscientist and Professor in the Departments of Psychiatry,
Pharmacology, Neurology and School of the Arts at Columbia University. His lab focuses on
neuronal and synaptic mechanisms underlying learning and motor function, and related
diseases including autism, Parkinson’s, schizophrenia and addiction. Under the name Dave
Soldier, he is a classical, pop, and jazz musician and composer, appearing on over 100 CDs
and film scores. Among work that combines both identities are the Thai Elephant Orchestra,
a 14 piece orchestra of elephants in Thailand with conservationist Richard Lair; the
Brainwave Music Project with Brad Garton for which musicians to perform using their
brain's electrical activity; pieces that use mathematics to create repertoire including the
notorious "The People's Choice: The Most Unwanted Music"; and projects coaching children
to compose and perform. His book on the physics and nervous system mechanisms that
underlie music, “Music Math and Mind”, was published this year by Columbia University
Press.
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Project CETI: An Interdisciplinary Initiative to Listen to and
Decode the Communication of Sperm Whales

Shane Gero, Carleton University; Founder of The Dominica Sperm Whale Project and
Michael Bronstein, Imperial College London; Twitter, UK; Project CETI, Dominica

The past decade has witnessed a groundbreaking rise of machine learning for human
language analysis, with current methods capable of automatically accurately recovering
various aspects of syntax and semantics — including sentence structure and grounded word
meaning — from large data collections. Recent research showed the promise of such tools for
analyzing acoustic communication in nonhuman species. We posit that machine learning will
be the cornerstone of future collection, processing, and analysis of multimodal streams of
data in animal communication studies, including bioacoustic, behavioral, biological, and
environmental data. Cetaceans are unique non-human model species as they possess
sophisticated acoustic communications, but utilize a very different encoding system that
evolved in an aquatic rather than terrestrial medium. Sperm whales, in particular, with their
highly-developed neuroanatomical features, cognitive abilities, social structures, and discrete
click-based encoding make for an excellent starting point for advanced machine learning
tools that can be applied to other animals in the future. We present a roadmap toward this
goal based on currently existing technology and outline the key elements required for the
collection and processing of massive bioacoustic data of sperm whales, detecting their basic
communication units and language-like higher-level structures, and validating these models
through interactive playback experiments. The technological capabilities developed by such
an undertaking are likely to yield cross-applications and advancements in broader
communities investigating non-human communication and animal behavioral research.
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Communications with Nonhuman Animals

Interspecies Dialogue - Overcoming the Language Barrier in Multispecies
Ethnography?

Eva Spiegelhofer, The University of Vienna

eva.spiegelhofer(@univie.ac.at

Recent years have seen an increase in multispecies methods applied by researchers across
disciplines, as evidenced by a growing body of literature informed by ideas summarised
under the label of ‘multispecies studies.” While these studies are diverse, they share a
central aim of expanding our ways of looking at and making sense of the world, inviting in
the more-than-human in the shape of other animal and plant species coexisting on Earth. In
fieldwork, this aim calls for an approach that has been termed multispecies ethnography and
seeks to include other-than-human animals in ethnographic research whose perspectives
traditionally get eclipsed or distorted by human-centred methods. However, ethnographers
who actively incorporate multispecies methodologies in their research recognise difficulties
of doing so. Anthropocentrism and human bias are deeply ingrained in ethnographic
research and hardly allow for an unmediated participation of other animals. A key challenge
here is that tried and tested methods of ethnography, such as surveys and interviews, rely
heavily on language and multispecies ethnographers thus often point towards the lack of
linguistic capacity in other animals as an obstacle that new methods need to overcome.
Drawing on examples of this rhetoric, I argue that it is less a deficiency on the animals’ side
but rather a narrow conception of language as human language that gets in the way of
engaging them as active participants in research. Based on this, I explore how attentiveness
and respect towards our animal others may foster understanding between ‘us’ and ‘them’
through interspecies dialogue.

Eva Spiegelhofer holds a Joint Masters degree in Cultural Studies after completing an
Erasmus Mundus Master programme at universities in Germany (Universitdt Tiibingen), the
UK (University of Sheffield) and Poland (Adam Mickiewicz University). For her dissertation
project, she specialised in animal languages and interspecies communication, investigating
the potential of dialogue between humans and other animals from a socio-cultural
perspective. Eva currently works for the Vienna Anthropocene Network at the University of
Vienna, Austria.
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Examining the Speed in which Dogs can Learn New Object Names

Shany Dror, Adam Miklosi, Andrea Sommese, Andrea Temesi, and Claudia Fugazza, E6tvos
Lorand University

shanydror@geniusdogchallenge.com

Only a handful of cases document the ability of dogs to learn object names (dog toys). These
Word Knowledgeable (WK) dogs provide a unique model for researching language-related
skills in a nonhuman species. However, so far research on this topic has suffered from a low
sample size (N=1). During two years we searched through ads on social media for WK dogs
and found six dogs from six different countries. Citizen science projects are common in the
field of dog cognition, however, the COVID 19 outbreak raised the need for developing a
new methodology for testing dogs online, under controlled and scientifically supervised
conditions. We conducted a series of experiments, live broadcasted over social media, under
the name ‘the Genius Dog Challenge’. In these tests, we aimed to collect scientific data,
increase public awareness to locate more WK dogs, and provide dog lovers around the world
with intellectual relief from the stress caused by the pandemic. This strategy proved to be
successful as over 40 thousand people have viewed the tests leading to the recruitment of 12
new WK dogs in 3 months (tripling our initial sample size). The data collected during the
tests is due to be published in a peer-reviewed journal. Social media is a powerful tool,
scientists should utilize it for data collection and improve public awareness by promoting
science-based information.

Shany Dror is a PhD. student for language related concepts in family dogs and miniature
pigs, under the supervision of Prof Adam Miklosi and Dr. Claudia Fugazza, Department of
ethology, ELTE University. She Earned her Masters in agricultural science, studying
alternative methods for solving Human- Elephant Conflicts in Southeast Asia, University of
Hohenheim, Stuttgart, Germany. Completed her military service as a dog handler in the
Israeli police force.

Prof. Dr. Adam Miklési is a full professor and the head of the Ethology Department at the
E6tvos Lorand University in Budapest, Hungary. In 2016 he was elected as a corresponding
member of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. He is the co-founder and leader of the
Family Dog Project, which aims to study human-dog interaction from an ethological
perspective. In 2014 he published the 2nd edition of an academic volume entitled Dog
Behaviour, Evolution, and Cognition by Oxford University Press.

Dr. Andrea Sommese is a research assistant at the Ethology Department at the Eotvos
Lorand University in Budapest, Hungary. Obtained a Ph.D. from the Czech University of Life
Sciences in Prague, Czech Republic. Specializes is dog-human communication.

Andrea Temesi is an assistant research fellow at the Ethology Department at the Eotvos
Lorand University in Budapest, Hungary. Has a degree in biology from the University of
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Pécs. Her PhD research at the Department of Ethology is focusing on the effects of the
positive-human animal interaction.

Dr. Claudia Fugazza is a researcher at the Department of Ethology at E6tvos Lorand
University, Budapest. Major fields of study are social learning, imitation, memory, and
language learning and processing in dogs. During her PhD developed a training method
called Do as I Do (named after Hayes & Hayes 1952 and Topal et al. 2006) which relies on
dogs’ social cognitive skills.

Digital Enhancement of Animal Assisted Reading: Transforming Challenges into
Opportunities in Changing Times

Daphna Golan-Shemesh, Tsippy Lotan, Tamar Brilant and Anna Zamansky, University of
Haifa

Tsippy.L@gmail.com

We present KILVAVY, an Animal-assisted reading (AAR) project, in which children interact
with and read aloud to dogs. Research shows that such activities have several beneficial
effects, including improved reading performance, increased reading motivation,
empowerment and increased self-esteem. At the beginning of 2020, a version of the
international R.E.A.D. project was launched at Beit HaShemesh, a home for people living
with Dementia in Israel. The project promotes a novel community-based interactions among
kids, dogs, books, and the residents of Beit HaShemesh. During its corona-imposed pause,
we used the opportunity to add digital dimensions to the project, addressing ways in which
AAR activities can be digitally enhanced, while keeping the dog-kid-book triangle intact.

Our research questions focus on:

1. What new dimensions can employing mobile technology introduce into AAR
activities: for the child, for the dogs and for their interaction?

2. What elements of the digital content can help improve child, dog and residents’
experience in AAR activities?

3. In what ways can digital technology make the dog a more active and content
participant in AAR activities?

4. What are the considerations guiding the development of digital content for
digitally induced AAR activities in the context of reading skills improvement and
promotion of human-animal bond?
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Our ongoing research has raised interesting questions on digitalization of AAR through
creation use of digital tools for novel children-dogs interactions during changing realities.
We will present the mobile app DogTale which is being developed for the purpose of this
study and accompanies the KILVAVY project.

Daphna Golan-Shemesh is a social worker, expressive art and pet-assisted therapist,
manager of Beit HaShemesh for people living with Dementia, the initiator of the Klivavy
project, and a certified member of the international R.E.A.D project.

Dr. Tsippy Lotan is a researcher with specialization in operations research and
human-technology interactions.

Tamar Brilant is a PhD student at the Tech4Animals Lab and a lecturer in Human-Computer
Interaction at Afeka College.

Prof. Anna Zamansky is head of the Tech4Animals Lab at the Information Systems
Department of the University of Haifa. The lab works on different aspects of technology for
promoting animal welfare and well-being and the human-animal bond.

Discussant: Margo Demello. Carroll College

Margo DeMello received her Ph.D. in Cultural Anthropology from U.C. Davis in 1995, and
is an Assistant Professor in the Anthrozoology program at Carroll College. She served as the
Program Director for Human-Animal Studies at Animals & Society Institute from
2004-2019, and is the past President of House Rabbit Society. She also volunteers for Harvest
Home Animal Sanctuary and works closely with the Kerulos Institute.

Her books include Bodies of Inscription: A Cultural History of the Modern Tattoo
Community (Duke University Press 2000), Stories Rabbits Tell: A Natural and Cultural
History of a Misunderstood Creature (with Susan Davis, Lantern 2003), Low-Carb
Vegetarian (Book Publishing Co. 2004), Why Animals Matter: The Case for Animal
Protection(with Erin Williams, Prometheus 2007), The Encyclopedia of Body Adornment
(Greenwood 2007), Feet and Footwear (ABC-CLIO 2009), Teaching the Animal:
Human-Animal Studies Across the Disciplines (Lantern 2010), Faces Around the World
(ABC-CLIO 2012), Animals and Society: An Introduction to Human-Animal Studies
(Columbia University Press 2012), Speaking for Animals: Animal Autobiographical Writing
(Routledge 2012), Inked (ABC-CLIO 2014), Body Studies: An Introduction (Routledge
2014), and Mourning Animals: Rituals and Practices Surrounding Animal Death (Michigan
State 2016). She has two new books coming out in the next year (On the Job: An
Encyclopedia of Unique Occupations around the World, ABC-CLIO 2021, and a second
edition of Animals and Society: An Introduction to Human-Animal Studies, Columbia
University Press 2021). She is now working on a book about cryptids.

She lives in Montana with a husband, four Chihuahuas, four cats, and four house rabbits.
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Concluding Session: Human-Animals Studies: Development,
Problematics, Trajectories

Facilitator: Kenneth Shapiro, Animals and Society Institute

The panel will discuss the state of the field of human-animal studies focusing on issues such
as the challenges inherent in studying animals and their relationship with us, its location
within the institutional structure of universities, and its relation to animal advocacy and
policies.

Kenneth Shapiro is co-founder and President of the Board of
Animals and Society Institute. He is the founding editor of Society and
Animals: Journal of Human-Animal Studies; the Brill Human-Animal
Studies Book Series, and founding co editor of Journal of Applied
Animal Welfare Science. He has published papers in Human-Animal
Studies on vegetarianism, animal advocates, animal-centered literary
criticism, critiques of lab animal-based research, inter-species
qualitative methods, ontological vulnerability of captive animals, and the state of the field.
His most recent book is entitled, The identification, assessment, and treatment of adults who

abuse animals: The AniCare approach.

Nuria Almiron is Associate Professor of Communication at the Universitat Pompeu Fabra
(UPF) and the co-director of the UPF-Centre for Animal Ethics. Her main research topics
include and merge the political economy of communication, communication ethics, interest
groups, and critical animal and media studies. She is the author and co-editor of several
books in different languages, including Critical Animal and Media Studies (Routledge, 2016
edited with Matthew Cole and Carrie P. Freeman) and 'Like an animal'. Critical Animal
Studies Approaches to Borders, Displacement and Othering (forthcoming, edited with Natalie
Khazaal).

Leslie Irvine is Professor of Sociology and Director of the Animals and Society Certificate
Program at the University of Colorado at Boulder. She is the author of several books,
including My Dog Always Eats First, which examines homeless people’s relationships with
their companion animals, and Filling the Ark, which focuses on animal welfare in disasters.
Leslie has also studied animal sheltering and abuse, representations of animals in popular
culture, and the feminization of veterinary medicine. Her articles appear in journals including
Gender & Society, Social Problems, Qualitative Sociology, Society & Animals, Anthrozods,
and Symbolic Interaction.

Robert W. Mitchell, Ph.D., is Foundation Professor of Psychology and Animal Studies at
Eastern Kentucky University, where he is coordinator for both the Animal Studies program
and the General Experimental Psychology Master’s program. He created the Animal Studies
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undergraduate major, the first of its kind, at EKU in 2010. He serves as a managing editor for
Society & Animals, and on the editorial boards of several animal-related journals. He has
studied diverse species: dolphins, apes, monkeys, sea lions, dogs, and humans. His edited
books examine deception, pretending, imagination, self-recognition, and spatial cognition in
animals and children. Other publications include a monograph on the history of psychological
studies of great apes, as well as articles and book chapters on the psychology of animals,
human-animal interaction, children’s symbol use and psychological understanding, and
diverse aspects of human sexuality.

Dr. Jessica Ullrich is professor for art history and aesthetics at the University of Fine Arts
Miinster and lecturer for art education at the University of Arts in Berlin. Her research
interests concentrate on the ethics and aesthetics of human-animal relationships in
contemporary art. Jessica has been the representative of Minding Animals Germany for the
last eight years. She is the editor of Tierstudien, the first academic journal on animal studies
in Germany.
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Conversations: Expressions and Impressions

Anticipatory Ecology meets Speculative Design

Sophie Falkeis, multidisciplinary designer, University of Applied Arts Vienna (alumna)

hello@sophiefalkeis.com

What happens, if two species that have never interacted before are now going to
encounter, due to anthropocentrically changed climatic circumstances?

We are currently experiencing a global redistribution of life on Earth. Across all ecosystems
species are shifting their distributions in response to recent and ongoing climate change in
order to track their preferred climatic conditions. This creates novel species interactions, as
species that have evolved in isolation from one another come into contact for the first time.
The current pandemic has shown how the impacts of the encounter of bat and pangolin on a
wildlife market can travel the globe within days. With more species inevitably crossing paths
in the future, events like these are expected to happen more often. Patterns of movement
become patterns of encounter.

The research and design project ,,First Encounters tells the stories of species encounters
building on empirical data of documented species range shifts, developed in close exchange
with scientists from the fields of Evolutionary Ecology, Animal Migration and Marine
Biology. As a spatial installation the project speculates about possible impacts, starting in the
transformation of local ecosystems, consecutively impacting the global biosphere generating
impacts which surface in human systems of trade, food security, geopolitical policies and
jurisdictional structures as well as human health. The mission of the project is to make the
consequences we set off with our own actions a spatial experience and an emotional reality,
showing that we are just one species amongst many.

Sophie Falkeis is a multidisciplinary designer from Vienna, Austria and recent graduate in
Industrial Design, Studio Design Investigations, University of Applied Arts Vienna. Her
work has been presented in exhibitions including the London Design Biennale, Vienna
Design Biennale, KADK and The Guldminen Copenhagen. She has previously worked at
Iris van Herpen Couture in Amsterdam and was a research fellow at Terreform One lab in

New York. www.sophiefalkeis.com

Artist Statement

I am investigating evolutionary mechanisms under anthropocentric influence by envisioning
future scenarios of inter-species cohabitation. My research builds on the reciprocity between
nature and the human being - asking why we are making this distinction in the first place
and having a closer look at the im/balances the human kind has inflicted upon biological
processes. Using storytelling and world building as my creative tools, I envision future ways
of multi-species co-habitation in a rapidly changing world.
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